INTRODUCTION
It was doubtless as well that Catherine of Aragon never
had a son. What could a half-Spaniard have made of the
England of this moment ? The consistent and logically
Spanish Mary failed, and there is little reason to think that
a brother of hers might have done better. The inconsistent,
dissembling, half-Celtic and wholly British Elizabeth was the
woman for the hour. She was so great a sovereign because
she was the right person at the right time. Undoubtedly her
very disabilities turned into advantages under her skilful
control. On all sides the new woman, the typically Re-
nascence woman, was controlling or meddling with politics.
There was Catherine de Medici, Mary of Guise, Mary
Stewart; but these contemporary rulers were not altogether
such as to give people confidence in female rulers. They
were also, and this is by the way, all married, and acquiesced
in the medieval ideal of woman. A newer type was de-
veloping. Elizabeth, without her Tudor splendour, even,
as she said herself, in her shift, would have been competent
and noticeable anywhere. She represented less the royal
woman of her time than the common women, the educated
and sensible women. Something of the prejudice against
petticoat government was undoubtedly removed by the
Renascence insistence upon male and female equality. But
apart from this a Tudor woman was actually better fitted
for rule than a Tudor king.
Miss Byrne in one of her books has pointed out that the
derisive phrase " a public virgin " is true of Elizabeth in no
scornful sense. In the new national religion, Elizabeth did
sublimate the worship of woman that had previously found
outlet in the devotion to the Blessed Virgin. Woman in her
period became a monument rather than a figure. But
the office of government was developing and a radical
change came when all streams of influence combined to
heighten the importance of each man. People no longer
regarded themselves as appendages of their sovereigns, for
they began to regard their sovereign as their representative.
In this form of government with the welfare of others put
first and with a strong but sympathetic guiding hand, a
woman could ^be the most successful experimenter. It is
woman's function, one of her major functions, to care for the
needs of others. She knows the technique of humouring
people. The care for individual liberty, sympathy with all
persons' affairs, that dependence upon keeping people in an.
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